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pours of the earth, which is occasioned by the me-
teor's unusual nearness to this hemisphere, the ne-
cessary rains will be withheld, and by a long drought
thou knowest famine and scarcity of corn succeeds
of course. Thus by judging according to the rules
of natural causes, thou shalt predict what shall cer-
tainly come to pass, and shalt obtain the reputation
which thou so earnestly desirest, to wit, of a sage
magician and wise man.

But, says All, and what shall I say to the lords of
the Persian court, who have sent for me, to inquire
of me on the same phenomenon ? what shall it por-
tend to that nation ? will the same fate be the con-
sequence to their country, as is portended to this ?

To this the subtle Devil answers: This inquiry
is to thee of the utmost consequence. Fiery me-
teors sometimes from the same natural causes pro-
duce just contrary events ; and whereas these bo-
dies, as I said, exhale an infinite quantity and bulk
of vapours, which they rarify by their heat, and so
cause immoderate drought and heat in such and
such climates, and particular countries, where they
approach too near; so, on the other hand, they are
in themselves vast collections of humid and watery
vapours, which, if hastily condensed, would be suffi-
cient to deluge the world, and drown mankind ; and
sometimes they condense in so considerable quanti-
ties, as to descend upon the earth, and cause exces-
sive rains and floods, and great desolations of the
country. Go then, fearless, says, he, to the Persian
court, and predict to them excessive rains and
floods, which shall greatly hurt the fruits of the
earth, and occasion great dearth also. Thus, if
either of these succeed, as it is most probable, thou
shalt be assuredly received as a sage magician in
one country, if not in the other : also to both these
thou mayest suggest, as a probability only, the con-
sequence of these to be a plague or infection among